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Ariya Capital, one of the newest private equity firms in Africa, will today announce the 
appointment of Stephen Lansdown, co-founder of the UK's biggest independent financial 
adviser, as a non-executive director and cornerstone investor. 

 

The move comes as Ariya, which is based in Botswana and London, seeks to raise about 
$150m to provide growth capital to invest in the renewable energy, telecoms and 
microfinance sectors of sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

Mr Lansdown, who co-founded Hargreaves Lansdown in 1981, stepped down as executive 
chairman of the IFA group on December 1, becoming an executive director. The 57-year-old 
former accountant is also chairman of Bristol City football club. 

 

Ariya was founded last year by Herta von Stiegel, the former managing director of AIG 
Financial Products. 
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